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What are the Pennsylvania Archives? 
The 135-volume Pennsylvania Archives set is one of the most valuable research tools for 
Colonial (1681-1774) and Revolutionary (1775-1783) records. Among the volumes you will find 
a diverse collection of Colonial, military, land and vital records. Understanding how to access 
these volumes is a key to success in locating information about an ancestor or event. The 
complete set of volumes is available in the Special Collections Division on the third floor. It is 
also available online at http://www.footnote.com/. 
 
 
How do I search the Pennsylvania Archives? 

 Use the indexes described in this overview. 
 Use Tables 1 and 2 to locate military and other records associated with specific counties. 
These tables are located in Sections 4 and 5 of this guide. 

 Review the Timeline of Pennsylvania History and Evolution of Pennsylvania Counties to 
gain an understanding of the historical context of the records created during this time 
period. Both appear in Section 2 of this guide. 

 Examine tables of contents to become familiar with the different types of records and their 
organization. These appear in select volumes as noted and in Section 3 of this guide. 

 Consult the list of Additional Resources for further guidance. 
 
 
How is the collection organized? 
The 135 volumes are arranged into the following ten series: 
 
 

Series Number of
Volumes 

When 
Published

Colonial Records (CR) 16 1838-1853
First Series 12 1852-1856
Second Series 19 1874-1890
Third Series 30 1894-1899
Fourth Series 12 1900-1902
Fifth Series 8 1906 
Sixth Series 15 1906-1907
Seventh Series 5 1914 
Eighth Series 8 1931-1935
Ninth Series 10 1931-1935

http://www.footnote.com/
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Colonial Records (CR) 
Of greater interest to historians than genealogists, the Colonial Records (CR) series contains: 
 

 Minutes of the Provincial Council, 1683-1775 (Vols. 1-10) 
 Minutes of the Council (and Committee) of Safety, 1775-1777 (Vols. 10-11) 
 Minutes of the Supreme Executive Council, 1777-1790 (Vols. 11-16) 

 
These minutes were printed directly from manuscripts with no apparent editing. A table of 
contents appears at the beginning of each volume except for volume 7, which has an index at the 
back. Two additional published indexes are available for this series: 
 
Dunn, Mary, comp. Index to Pennsylvania’s Colonial Records Series, Baltimore, MD: 

Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc., 1992. 
Call #929.3748 D923i 
This is an every surname index 

 
Hazard, Samuel. General Index to the Colonial records in 16 volumes and to the Pennsylvania 

Archives in 12 Volumes, Philadelphia, PA: Joseph Severns & Company, 1860. 
This is a subject and prominent surname index 

 
First Series 
Also of greater interest to historians than genealogists, the First Series contains selected papers 
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth in chronological order from 1664-1790. Many 
historical references refer to this series by its title “Pennsylvania Archives”. After publication of 
later series it became known as the First Series. Each volume contains a general index at the 
back. Also available is the index by Samuel Hazard mentioned above. 
 
Second Series 
Of greater interest to genealogists, the Second Series contains records pertaining to: 
 

 The French and Indian War, Revolutionary War and War of 1812 
 Marriages 
 The Whiskey Insurrection 
 The defense of the frontiers 
 The Colonies on the Delaware 
 French occupation in Western Pennsylvania 
 The Establishment at Presqu’ Isle 
 Provincial Affairs in Pennsylvania 
 Boundary disputes between Pennsylvania, Maryland and Connecticut 
 Dutch and Swedish Settlements on the Delaware River 
 Colonial and Provincial Officers 
 Oaths of Allegiances 
 Foreigners arriving in Pennsylvania 
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Many militia rolls in the Second Series are incomplete. However, these were carefully edited, 
reprinted and indexed in the Fifth and Sixth Series. A complete Table of Contents for the Second 
Series appears in Section 3 of this guide. Additional tables of contents and indexes are noted in 
the table below. You can also use Tables 1 and 2 to locate series, volume and page numbers for 
military and other records associated with specific counties. Remember to check parent counties 
for the existence of additional records. 
 
 

Second Series Indexing 
Volume(s)  

1 Subject and Prominent Name Index in back 

2 

Subject and Prominent Name Index in back 
 
Indexed in the American Genealogical-Biographical Index (AGBI). This database 
is available through Ancestry Library Edition from library computers only. 

3-7 Subject and Prominent Name Index in back 

8 

Table of Contents in front 
 
Indexed in the American Genealogical-Biographical Index (AGBI). This database 
is available through Ancestry Library Edition from library computers only. 
 
Note: all but two of the marriage lists are in alphabetical order. 

9 

Table of Contents in front 
 
Indexed in the American Genealogical-Biographical Index to American 
Genealogical, Biographical and Local History Materials, 
Godfrey Memorial Library, 1952-. 
 
Note: this is a print index that is not available at the library. 

10 Table of Contents in front 

11 Table of Contents in front of volume 10 (incomplete) 
General Index to the Officers of the Pennsylvania Line in back 

12 Index to Company Officers in back 

13 Table of Contents in front 
Subject and Prominent Name Index in the back of volume 14 

14-15 Table of Contents in front 
Subject and Prominent Name Index in back 

16 Index of Dispute Arguments in front 
17 Surname Index (incomplete) in back 

18 Table of Contents in front 
Subject and Prominent Name Index in back 

19 Complete Surname Index in back 
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Third Series 
Highly valuable to genealogists, the Third Series contains: 
 

 Minutes of the Board of Property from 1681 to the late 1700s (Vols. 1-2) 
 Old & Proprietary Rights (Vols. 2-3) 
 Military fines and revolutionary land grants (Vols. 3-7) 
 County Tax Lists from 1765-1791 (Vols. 11-22) 
 Muster Rolls of the Navy and Line, Militia and Rangers, 1775-1783, 
with List of Pensioners, 1818-1832 (Vol. 23) 

 Warrantees of land records (Vols. 24-26) 
 
A complete Table of Contents appears in Section 3 of this guide. Additional tables of contents 
and indexes are noted in the table below. You can also use Tables 1 and 2 to locate series, 
volume and page numbers for military and other records associated with specific counties. 
Remember to check parent counties for the existence of additional records. 
 

Third Series Indexing 
Volume(s)  

1-2 Surname Index (repeated in volume 27) 
3-4 Table of Contents Only (repeated in volume 27) 
5 Surname Index (repeated in volume 27) 

6-7 Table of Contents and Surname Index (repeated in volume 27) 
8 Surname Index (repeated in volume 27) 
9 General Index (repeated in volume 27) 
10 Table of Contents and General Index (repeated in volume 27) 

11-26 

Table of Contents in each volume. Surname indexes in volumes 27-30 as follows:
 

Volume 27: Aains – Coston 
Volume 28: Costs – Juvenal 
Volume 29: Kaable – Refert 
Volume 30: Reff – Zylor 

 
Volume 30 also contains a map and errata index 

 
Fourth Series 
Of greater interest to historians than genealogists, the Fourth Series contains biographies, 
portraits, correspondence, proclamations, addresses and other papers of Pennsylvania’s 
Governors from 1681-1902. 
 
The series is arranged in chronological order. There are Tables of Contents in all but volume 11. 
General Indexes appear at the end of each volume and a combined General Index appears in 
volume 12. This index is mostly a subject index but does contain some names, such as the Penn 
family. 
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Fifth Series 
One of the most used by genealogists, the Fifth Series contains records pertaining to: 
 

 The French and Indian War and Revolutionary War 
 Indian Traders 
 Ships Registers 
 Mediterranean Passes 
 Letters of Marque 
 Depreciation Pay 
 Pension Abstracts 
 Enlistments 

 
Many of these records were reprinted from the Second and Third Series with greater accuracy 
and neatness. A complete Table of Contents appears in Section 3 of this guide. A surname index 
appears in Volume 15 of the Sixth Series. You can also use Table 1 to locate series, volume and 
page numbers for military records associated with specific counties. Remember to check parent 
counties for the existence of additional records. 
 
Sixth Series 
The Sixth Series is also one of the most used by genealogists. Its contents are summarized in the 
table below and a complete Table of Contents appears in Section 3 of this guide. Volumes 1-5 of 
the Seventh Series contain a complete surname index for the Sixth Series. You can also use 
Tables 1 and 2 to locate series, volume and page numbers for military and other records 
associated with specific counties. Remember to check parent counties for the existence of 
additional records. 
 

Sixth Series Contents 
Volume(s)  

1-2 Associator & Militia Muster Rolls 
3 County Militias, 1783-1790 
4 Military Abstracts from Executive Minutes - Vols. 1 - 9 Inclusive, 1790-1817 
5 County Militias, 1790-1800 

6 

- Records of the Egypt Reformed Church, Lehigh County. 1734-1834 
- Baptismal and Marriage Records - Rev. John Waldschmidt: Cocalico, 

Moden Krick, Weisseichenland and Seltenreich. Gemeinde. 
Lancaster County, 1752-1786 

- Communion Services and Communicants 
- Pennsylvania Marriage Licenses, 1784-1786 

7-9 War of 1812-1814 
10 War of 1812-1814 

Mexican War, 1846-1847 
11 Election Returns 

12-13 Inventories and sales of estates confiscated during the Revolution 
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Sixth Series Contents 
Volume(s)  

14 

- Memorandum Book of Dr. John Ewing with Account of a Journey to Settle the 
Boundary of Pennsylvania, May 1784 

- Orderly Book - June 19, 1779 to July 30, 1779 
- The Order of March of Hand's Brigade from Wyoming to Tioga 
- Orderly Book of Lieutenant Colo's Company, German Regiment, 1780 
- Orderly Book - November 13, 1780 to December 9, 1780 
- Early Petitions 

15 Surname index to the Fifth Series 
 
Seventh Series 
Highly valuable to genealogists, the entire Seventh Series is an index of one million names 
appearing in Volumes 1-14 of the Sixth Series. It is arranged as follows: 
 

Vol. 1: A – De 
Vol. 2: De – Hol 
Vol. 3: Hol – Mic 
Vol. 4: Mic – Sh 
Vol. 5: Sha – Z 

 
Surnames from Sternfeldt to Stinor were accidentally omitted from Volume 5 during publication. 
The index for these names can be found on pages 91-99 in: 
 
Eddy, Henry Howard and Simonetti, Martha L., comp. Guide to the Published Archives of 

Pennsylvania covering the 138 volumes of Colonial Records and Pennsylvania Archives 
series I-IX. Harrisburg, PA: 1949. 
Call #R 016.9748 F384g 

 
Eighth Series 
Of greater interest to historians than genealogists, the Eighth Series is a reprint of the “Votes and 
Proceedings of the House of Representatives of the Province of Pennsylvania, 1682-1776.” It is a 
legislative journal begun by Benjamin Franklin and terminated when the colony became a state 
in 1776. The Pennsylvania State Library has a microfiche index (PS-264) to this series. 
 
Ninth Series 
Also of greater interest to historians than genealogists, The Ninth Series contains a journal of the 
official actions of Pennsylvania’s Governors from 1790-1838. It is a supplement to the Fourth 
Series and has no published index. 
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Land and Military Record Notes 
 
The following notes provide some basic information on land and military records. Consult the 
resources below for further guidance on these and other topics. 
 
Acquiring Land 
First title to land in Pennsylvania was usually acquired through a five-step process: 

1. Application: a request for a certain amount of land in a particular place; 
2. Warrant: a written order to survey, usually restating the amount and location of land 

requested in the application; 
3. Survey: measuring and marking the courses and distances and drawing a tract diagram; 
4. Return of Survey: a written restatement of the warrant and survey that verifies payment 

of the purchase price and all fees; 
5. Patent: the final deed passing ownership of a tract of land to its initial purchaser. 

 
Tax List Terminology 
 Freeman: Unmarried man over 21 
 Inmate: Renter 
 Squatter: Person who owns no land or property and does not appear on the tax list 
 Unseated: Non-resident landowner 

 Window Tax: Early form of taxation based upon the number of windowpanes. Tax savings 
were realized by replacing windows with multiple panes with large single-
pane windows. 

 
Militias 
Pennsylvania did not have a Militia before the official Pennsylvania Militia Act of 1777. This 
need was met by groups of local volunteers known as “Associators.” Men who refused to join 
their local volunteer units were known as “Non-Associators”. These terms were not used after 
the passage of the 1777 Militia Act. 
 
All able-bodied males between the ages of 18 and 53 joined the County Militia Companies and 
Regiments of the counties in which they lived. Militia units were mustered to protect their own 
localities for a limited period of time. Many militia units were called up to active service during 
the Revolutionary War. 
 
Continental Line/Pennsylvania Line 
Soldiers of the Continental Line were federal troops (enlisted men). Soldiers of the Pennsylvania 
Line were volunteers. 
 
Pensions 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania granted revolutionary War Pensions to invalid servicemen. 
Most are listed in the Pennsylvania Archives. Congress did not award federal pensions until long 
after the war was over. Only veterans of the Continental Line or Continental Navy received these 
federal pensions. 
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Depreciation Pay & Land 
During the Revolutionary War years, military service pay was often long delayed. Runaway 
inflation prompted the government to grant additional compensation in the form of interest 
bearing certificates and land in the western part of the Commonwealth. 
 
Donation Lands 
Donation land was granted to members of the Pennsylvania Line for service during the 
Revolutionary War. Located in the western part of the Commonwealth, the land remained tax-
free to soldiers who retained ownership and lived on the land. 
 
 

Miscellaneous Records 
 
In addition to the records associated with specific counties in Tables 1 and 2, a few 
miscellaneous records pertain only to certain counties or to Philadelphia City and Liberties. 
These are listed in the table below. Remember to check parent counties for the existence of 
additional records. 
 

Bucks County 

- Boundary Disputes: CR Vol. I, 78 
- Census, 1784: 3rd Series Vol. XIII, iii 
- Commission of Safety Minutes, 1774-1776: 2nd Series Vol. XV, 

341-369 

Chester County - Assessment Lists, 1785: 3rd Series Vol. XII, 665-823 
- Boundary Disputes: CR Vol. I, 74, 220 

Fayette County - Commissioners & Treasurers Accounts, 1785-1790: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 459-561 

Lancaster County 

- Baptism & Marriage Records of Rev. Waldschmidt, 1752-1786: 
6th Series Vol. VI, 149-282 

- Commissioners & Treasurers Accounts, 1782-1792: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 387-447 

Lehigh County - Baptism Records of Egypt Reformed Church, 1734-1834: 6th 
Series Vol. VI, 3-146 

Luzerne and Lycoming 
Counties 

- Commissioners to Adjust Land Titles 1810: 2nd Series Vol. 
XVIII, 573-609 

Northumberland County - Lottery Warrants, 1785: 3rd Series Vol. XXV, 361-374 

Philadelphia City and 
Liberties 

- Armed Vessels from Port of, 1776-1777, List with form of Bond: 
5th Series Vol. I, 608-609 

- Confiscated Estates, Register of March 10, 1780: 6th Series Vol. 
XIII, facing 312 

Philadelphia County - Commissioners & Treasurers Accounts, 1777-1790: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 315-383 

Westmoreland County - Commissioners & Treasurers Accounts, 1783-1788: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 451-456 
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Additional Resources 
 
Carousso, Dorothee H. How to Search for Your Revolutionary Patriot in Pennsylvania. 

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, 1975. 
Call #929.1072 C222h 

 
Clint, Florence. Pennsylvania Area Key: A guide to the genealogical records of the state of 

Pennsylvania, including maps, histories, charts and other helpful materials. 
Logan, UT: Everton Publishers, Inc., 1976. 
Call #929.1072 C617p 

 
Crawford-Oppenheimer, Christine. Lost in Pennsylvania? Try the Published Pennsylvania 

Archives. Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, 1999. 
Call #929.1072 C899Lo 

 
Eddy, Henry Howard and Simonetti, Martha L., comp. Guide to the Published Archives of 

Pennsylvania covering the 138 volumes of Colonial Records and Pennsylvania Archives 
series I-IX. Harrisburg, PA: 1949. 
Call #R 016.9748 F384g 

 
Contains: 

 An alphabetical finding list covering all ten series 
 An index to maps, portraits, and other illustrations in all ten series 
 An index to diaries and journals contained in all ten series 
 A publication history of all ten series 
 The index of names omitted from Volume 5 of the Seventh Series 

 
Espenshade, Abraham H. Pennsylvania Place Names. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing 

Company, 1925. 
Call #917.48 Es77p 

 
Discusses the origins of names for all counties, county seats, towns with a population of 
5,000 or more and noteworthy villages and townships. 

 
Iscrupe, William L. and Iscrupe, Shirley G. M. Pennsylvania Line: A research guide to 

Pennsylvania genealogy and local history (4th ed.). Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Services, 1990. 
Call #974.8 P415 

 
Contains: 

 County formation maps 
 Township outline maps 
 Information on birth, marriage, death and other records 
 An explanation of the Colonial calendar change with instructions on converting 
between old and new dates 

 A list of current townships and when and how they were formed 
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 A perpetual calendar for the years 1600-2050. This calendar is specifically designed 
to display old style dates for territories under English rule from the year 1600 
through September 2, 1752. 

 
Long, John H., ed. and DenBoer, Gordon, comp. Pennsylvania Atlas of Historical County 

Boundaries. New York, NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1996. 
Call #911.748 At881p 

 
Morris, Jean S., comp. Use of the Pennsylvania Archives in Genealogical Research. Special 

Publication No. 1 of the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 1978. 
Call #016.9293748 M832u 

 
Contains: 

 A list of abbreviations used in the third series (page 3) 
 A subject index (pages 4-12) 
 A bibliography of resources covering the War of 1812 (pages 35-36) 

 
Munger, Donna B. Pennsylvania Land Records: A history and guide for research. 

Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1991. 
Call #929.3748 M966p 

 
Russ, William A., Jr. How Pennsylvania Acquired Its Present Boundaries. University Park, PA: 

Pennsylvania Historical Association, Pennsylvania State University, 1966. 
Call #911.748 R958h 

 
Discusses the evolution of the state’s boundaries and the controversies involving the 
British and U.S. Governments, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, New York, Connecticut, 
and West Virginia. 

 



Timeline of Pennsylvania History 
 
Successful use of the Pennsylvania Archives requires an understanding of major historical events 
and the evolution of the counties. Some important dates in the history of Pennsylvania are: 
 

Date Historical Event 
1643 Swedish settlers establish a capital near present-day Philadelphia 
1655 Dutch Troops capture New Sweden from the Swedes 
1664 The English take control of the Pennsylvania region from the Dutch 
1681 King Charles II of England grants Pennsylvania region to William Penn 

1682 

Penn sets up government and establishes Philadelphia. He drafts the 
Frame of Government (first constitution), which provides for a deputy 
governor and an elected legislature consisting of a Provincial Council 
(upper house) and a General Assembly (lower house). 

1683 Legislature drafts second Frame of Government to amend the first 

1701 
Penn writes new constitution called the Charter of Privileges. This 
constitution made the General Assembly the chief lawmaking body in 
the colony and relegated the Provincial Council to an advisory role only.

1703 Delaware separated from Pennsylvania 
1754-1763 French and Indian War 
1763-1767 Survey of Mason-Dixon Line 

1768 Pennsylvania buys land from Indians in Fort Stanwix Treaty 

1774 First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia and votes to stop all 
trade with Great Britain 

1775 Revolutionary War begins; Second Continental Congress meets in 
Philadelphia 

July 4, 1776 Congress adopts Declaration of Independence in the Pennsylvania State 
House (Independence Hall) in Philadelphia 

July 9, 1778 Pennsylvania approves Articles of Confederation 
1781 Revolutionary War Ends with Peace Treaty at Yorktown 

May-Sept. 1787 Constitutional Convention meets in Philadelphia; Pennsylvania becomes 
second state to ratify on December 12 

1788 Thomas Mifflin becomes first Governor under new constitution 
1789 Pennsylvania settles boundary line with New York 

1790-1800 Philadelphia serves as nation’s capital 
1792 Erie triangle purchased 
1794 Whiskey Rebellion in Western Pennsylvania 
1799 Capital transferred from Philadelphia to Lancaster 
1812 Capital transferred from Lancaster to Harrisburg. 

1812-1814 War of 1812 

1838 New state constitution adopted; Pennsylvania Hall in Philadelphia 
burned 

1844 Religious riots of Native American Association at Kensington 
1845-1848 Mexican-American War 
1852-1854 Birth and death records kept in many counties 
July 1863 Battle of Gettysburg (Civil War) 

 



Evolution of Pennsylvania Counties 
 
Pennsylvania’s three original counties (Bucks, Chester and Philadelphia) were created in 1682. 
Pennsylvania’s remaining counties evolved as indicated in the following table and maps: 
 

County Year 
Formed Parent County or Counties 

   
Adams 1800 York 
Allegheny 1788 Washington, Westmoreland 
Armstrong 1800 Allegheny, Lycoming, Westmoreland 
Beaver 1800 Allegheny, Washington 
Bedford 1771 Cumberland 
Berks 1752 Chester, Lancaster, Philadelphia 
Blair 1846 Bedford, Huntingdon 
Bradford (Ontario until 1812) 1810 Luzerne, Lycoming 
Bucks - Original County 1682  
Butler 1800 Allegheny 
Cambria 1804 Bedford, Huntingdon, Somerset 
Cameron 1860 Clinton, McKean, Potter 
Carbon 1843 Monroe, Northampton 
Centre 1800 Huntingdon, Lycoming, Mifflin, Northumberland 
Chester - Original County 1682  
Clarion 1839 Armstrong, Venango 
Clearfield 1804 Huntingdon, Lycoming 
Clinton 1839 Centre, Lycoming 
Columbia 1813 Northumberland 
Crawford 1800 Allegheny 
Cumberland 1750 Lancaster 
Dauphin 1785 Lancaster 
Delaware 1789 Chester 
Elk 1843 Clearfield, Jefferson, McKean 
Erie 1800 Allegheny 
Fayette 1783 Westmoreland 
Forest 1848 Jefferson, Venango 
Franklin 1784 Cumberland 
Fulton 1851 Bedford 
Greene 1796 Washington 
Huntingdon 1787 Bedford 
Indiana 1803 Lycoming, Westmoreland 
Jefferson 1804 Lycoming 
Juniata 1831 Mifflin 
Lackawanna 1878 Luzerne 
Lancaster 1729 Chester 
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County Year 
Formed Parent County or Counties 

Lawrence 1849 Beaver, Mercer 
Lebanon 1813 Dauphin, Lancaster 
Lehigh 1812 Northampton 
Luzerne 1786 Northumberland 
Lycoming 1795 Northumberland 
McKean 1804 Lycoming 
Mercer 1800 Allegheny 
Mifflin 1789 Cumberland, Northumberland 
Monroe 1836 Northampton, Pike 
Montgomery 1784 Philadelphia 
Montour 1850 Columbia 
Northampton 1752 Bucks 
Northumberland 1772 Bedford, Berks, Cumberland, Lancaster, Northampton
Perry 1820 Cumberland 
Philadelphia - Original County 1682  
Pike 1814 Wayne 
Potter 1804 Lycoming 
Schuylkill 1811 Berks, Northampton 
Snyder 1855 Union 
Somerset 1795 Bedford 
Sullivan 1847 Lycoming 
Susquehanna 1810 Luzerne 
Tioga 1804 Lycoming 
Union 1813 Northumberland 
Venango 1800 Allegheny, Lycoming 
Warren 1800 Allegheny, Lycoming 
Washington 1781 Westmoreland 
Wayne 1798 Northampton 
Westmoreland 1773 Bedford 
Wyoming 1842 Luzerne 
York 1749 Lancaster 
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Table 1 - Pennsylvania Military Records by County

This table was created from an index appearing in:
Morris, Jean S., comp. Use of the Pennsylvania Archives in Genealogical Research .
          Special Publication No. 1 of the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 1978.

Associators & Militia, Lieutenants Militia Muster Militia Officer
Muster Rolls Accounts & Pay Rolls Returns

Adams Returns of 5th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 311-368

Allegheny 1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 5-100

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of the 15th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 775-793

Armstrong Returns of the 15th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 775-793

Beaver Returns of the 16th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 797-835

Bedford

1775-1787: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV; 3rd Series Vol. XXIII, 
456-457; 5th Series Vol. V, 

49-121

1777-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 23-25

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 5-51; 1790-
1800: 6th Series Vol. 

V, 103-117

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of the 12th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 671-706

Berks
1774-1782: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV; 5th Series Vol. V, 125-

295

1777-1780: 3rd Series 
Vol. VI, 271-322

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 55-96; 1790-
1800: 6th Series Vol. 

V, 121-129

Returns of the 6th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 371-419

Bucks
1775-1783: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV; 5th Series Vol. V, 299-

448

1777-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. V, 765-784 & 

Vol. VI, 1-149

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 99-119;1790-
1800: 6th Series Vol. 

V, 133-141

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 2nd Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 105-214

County War of 1812
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Table 1 - Pennsylvania Military Records by County

Associators & Militia, Lieutenants Militia Muster Militia Officer
Muster Rolls Accounts & Pay Rolls Returns

County War of 1812

Butler Returns of 16th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 797-835

Cambria Returns of 12th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 671-706

Centre Returns of 11th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 647-667

Chester

1774-1782: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 63-139; 1780-1782: 3rd 
Series Vol. XXIII, 402-423; 
1777-1782: 5th Series Vol. 

V, 451-888

1777-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. VI, 151-268

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 123-345; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 145-161

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 3rd Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 217-257

Crawford Returns of 16th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 797-835

Cumberland

1774-1783: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 369-472 & Vol. XV, 
563-624; 3rd Series Vol. 

XXIII, 444-454 & 611-807; 
5th Series Vol. VI, 3-658

1777-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. VI, 653-717

1777-1782: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIII, 611-809; 
1783-1790: 6th Series 

Vol. III, 349-351; 
1790-1800: 6th Series, 

Vol. V, 165-227

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 7th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 423-540

Dauphin 1785-1788: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 147-159

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 355-409; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 231-299

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 6th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 371-419

Delaware 1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 303-306

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 3rd Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 217-257
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Table 1 - Pennsylvania Military Records by County

Associators & Militia, Lieutenants Militia Muster Militia Officer
Muster Rolls Accounts & Pay Rolls Returns

County War of 1812

Erie Returns of 16th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 797-835

Fayette 1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 309-320

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 13th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 709-759

Franklin 1785-1788: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 163-172

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 413-435

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 7th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 423-540

Greene Returns of 14th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 763-771

Huntingdon

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 439-451; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 323-329

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 11th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 647-667

Indiana Returns of 15th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 775-793

Lancaster

1774-1783: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIII, 269-552; 1775-1781: 
3rd Series Vol. XXIII, 423-
443; 1777-1782: 5th Series 

Vol. VII, 3-1150

1777-1785: 3rd Series 
Vol. VI, 325-650

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 455-634; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 333-388

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 4th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 261-307

Luzerne

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 637-638; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 391-396

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 9th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 569-641
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Table 1 - Pennsylvania Military Records by County

Associators & Militia, Lieutenants Militia Muster Militia Officer
Muster Rolls Accounts & Pay Rolls Returns

County War of 1812

Mifflin 1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 399-405

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 11th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 647-667

Montgomery

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 641-743; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 409-417

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 2nd Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 105-214

Northampton

1774-1786: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 547-633; 1776-1777: 
3rd Series Vol. XXIII, 455-
456; 1777-1783: 5th Series 

Vol. VIII, 3-626

1777-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. VI, 721-778

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 747-901; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 421-432

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 8th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 543-566

Northumberland 1776-1789: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 313-367

1777-1784: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 1-19

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 905-939; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 435-441

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 9th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 569-641

Philadelphia

1775-1783: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIII, 553-794 & Vol. XIV, 1-

61; 3rd Series Vol. XXIII, 
401-402; 6th Series Vol. I, 3-

987

1777-1780: 3rd Series 
Vol. V, 375-763

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 945-1360; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 445-560

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 1st Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 15-102

Somerset 1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of the 12th Division: 
6th Series Vol. VII, 671-706

Venango Returns of 16th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 797-835
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Table 1 - Pennsylvania Military Records by County

Associators & Militia, Lieutenants Militia Muster Militia Officer
Muster Rolls Accounts & Pay Rolls Returns

County War of 1812

Warren Returns of 16th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 797-835

Washington
1775-1781: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 729-752; 6th Series 

Vol. II, 3-258

1781-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 139-144

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 1363-1376; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 563-643

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 14th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 763-771

Wayne 1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 8th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 543-566

Westmoreland

1776-1782: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 671-681; 1780-1781: 
3rd Series Vol. XXIII, 457-
458; 6th Series Vol. II, 261-

410

1777-1784: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 117-136

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 1379-1409; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 647-826

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 13th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 709-759

York
1774-1780: 2nd Series Vol. 
XIV, 473-546; 6th Series 

Vol. II, 413-817

1777-1786: 3rd Series 
Vol. VII, 39-114

1783-1790: 6th Series 
Vol. III, 1413-1483; 

1790-1800: 6th Series 
Vol. V, 829-835

1790-1817: 6th 
Series Vol. IV

Returns of 5th Division: 6th 
Series Vol. VII, 311-368
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

This table was created from an index appearing in:
Morris, Jean S., comp. Use of the Pennsylvania Archives in Genealogical Research .
          Special Publication No. 1 of the Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 1978.

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

Allegheny 1789: 6th Series Vol. 
XI, 5

1791: 3rd Series Vol. 
XXII, 645-697

Armstrong 1801-1884: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 645-660

Bedford 1777-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 9-50

1771-1893: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 449-673

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 796-797

1773-1776, 1779, 1783-
1784: 3rd Series Vol. 

XXII, 3-323

Berks 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 53-84

1752-1890: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 241-335

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 784-787

1767-1768, 1779-
1781, 1784-1785: 3rd 
Series Vol. XVIII, 3-

814

Blair 1846-1890: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 19-23

Bradford 1812-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 307-312

Bucks 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 87-119

1733-1889: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 109-177 2nd Series Vol. IX 1682-1776: 2nd Series 

Vol. IX, 742-766
1779, 1781-1787: 3rd 

Series Vol. XIII, 3-820

County Election Returns Tax Lists
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

County Election Returns Tax Lists

Centre 1801-1891: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 785-809

Chester 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 123-149

1733-1858: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 61-106

1704-1733: 2nd Series 
Vol. VIII, 591-598

1682-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 673-697

1765-1769, 1771, 
1774, 1779-1781, 

1785: 3rd Series Vol. 
XI, 3-783 & Vol. XII, 

3-823

Clarion 1841-1879: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 383-386

Clearfield 1806-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 411-417

Clinton 1839-1893: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 3-15

Cumberland 1756-1787: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 153-177

1750-1874: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 627-792

2nd Series Vol. VIII, 
563-590

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 788-792

1778-1782, 1785: 3rd 
Series Vol. XX, 3-781

Dauphin 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 181-185

1785-1895: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 571-615

2nd Series Vol. VIII, 
779-790

Delaware 1789: 6th Series Vol. 
XI, 189-190

Elk 1848-1893: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 681-682
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

County Election Returns Tax Lists

Fayette 1784-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 193-196

1785-1786: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXII, 543-641

Forest 1858-1891: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 689-690

Franklin 1784-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 205-208

1784-1895: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 3-51

Fulton 1850-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 335-341

Greene 1795-1894: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 627-641

Huntingdon 1787-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 199-201

1787-1889: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 677-781

1788: 3rd Series Vol. 
XXII, 327-366

Indiana 1805-1894: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 663-677

Juniata 1833-1891: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 321-328

Lackawanna 1886-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 345
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

County Election Returns Tax Lists

Lancaster 1756-1788: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 211-227

1733-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 349-568 2nd Series Vol. IX 1729-1776: 2nd Series 

Vol. IX, 769-779

1771-1773, 1779, 
1782: 3rd Series Vol. 
XVII, iii-viii & 3-898

Lawrence 1850-1883: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 331

Lebanon 1813-1889: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 619-623

Lehigh 1814-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 215-223 2nd Series Vol. IX

Luzerne 1787-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 231-233

1787-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 181-297

Lycoming 1795-1896: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 377-407

McKean 1818-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 421-422

Montgomery 1780-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 237-242

2nd Series Vol. VIII & 
IX

Montour 1850-1877: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 685
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

County Election Returns Tax Lists

Northampton 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 245-274

1752-1886: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 27-211 2nd Series Vol. IX 1729-1776: 2nd Series 

Vol. IX, 792-796
1772, 1785-1786: 3rd 

Series Vol. XIX, 5-400

Northumberland 1776-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 277-312

1772-1784: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 55-358

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 798-799

1778-1787: 3rd Series 
Vol. XIX, 405-805

Perry 1812-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 425-440

Philadelphia 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 315-389

1733-1866: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 3-58

2nd Series Vol. VIII & 
IX

1682-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 697-741

1769-1779: 3rd Series 
Vol. XIV; 1779-1781: 
3rd Series Vol. XV; 

1781-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. XVI

Pike 1815-1883: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 233-238

Schuylkill 1811-1890: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 339-380

Snyder 1855-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 697-698

Sullivan 1854-1871: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 693
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Table 2 - Land and Other Pennsylvania Records by County

Land Marriages Provincial
Warrantees Prior to 1810 Officers

County Election Returns Tax Lists

Susquehanna 1814-1885: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 301-303

Tioga 1807-1878: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXIV, 315-318

Washington 1781-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 393-400

1784-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 531-624

1781: 3rd Series Vol. 
XXII, 702-782

Wayne 1803-1890: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 227-229

Westmoreland 1776-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 403-411

1773-1892: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXVI, 389-528

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 799-800

1783, 1786: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXII, 369-540

Wyoming 1847-1895: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXV, 443-446

York 1756-1789: 6th Series 
Vol. XI, 415-463

1729-1776: 2nd Series 
Vol. IX, 779-784

1779-1783: 3rd Series 
Vol. XXI, 3-820
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